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Class R Learning Overview - Spring Term: January - March 2026

SPACE

@

Communication and
Language/ Literacy

Mathematics

Personal, Social
and Emotional
Development

Understanding the World

Physical Development

Expressive Arts and
Design

During the Spring term
we will be practising our
reading and writing
during our daily phonics
sessions. As part of
these sessions we will
learn new sounds,
including many digraphs
and trigraphs.

The children will be
given plenty of
opportunities to practise
their sentence writing
skills. For example, they
will be writing simple
space stories, and space
facts.

Last term the children
began to recognise simple
2d shapes, this term the
children will extend their
knowledge of these and
begin to learn names and
properties of common 3d
shapes.

We will continue to work
on number skills such as
counting forwards and
backward, subitising
numbers to 5, and the
composition of numbers to
10. The children will begin
to explore length, height
and time.

We will develop
children's social and
emotional skills by
providing lots of
activities requiring
sharing, turn-taking
and cooperation. We
will be reading
books that talk
about respect and
kindness and
celebrate our own
and others’
differences. We will
also be looking at
the zones of
regulation,
discussing our
feelings and
practising simple
strategies we can
use to help the
children to manage
their emotions.

During our Space topic the
children will learn all about
the planets in our solar
system. We will learn simple
facts about these planets
using songs and simple
rhymes. Children will
discover facts about planet
Earth, and create a simple
non-fiction text to share
with their friends. We will
look at famous astronauts
and past space missions.

This half terms focus in
PE lessons will be dance.
The children will practise
moving in time to music
with confidence and
imagination. The class will
be learning a group Space
dance, which we will share
with our Year 6 buddies.
The children will also take
part in gymnastic
activities involving moving
around, under, over and
through equipment like
astronauts moving over
rocks and craters in
search of life. Fine motor
skills will be developed by
lacing and sewing
activities, cutting and
sticking and using items
such as play dough and
tools.

We will be making our very
own junk model rockeft,
using different materials
and techniques to join
pieces together. In music
we will learn some Space
songs and rhymes and add
percussion instruments
thinking about how to make
long and short sounds. We
will use what we have learnt
to compose a short space
themed tune.

Homework/Spellings

Please continue to read daily with your child and record a comment in their
reading diary. It is very important that children do have an opportunity to
read with you every day. Additionally, please practice their letters and
sounds regularly as well as reading and writing high frequency words.

PE Days
PE this half-term will again be on Monday and Fridays. Please continue to send your children in

on these days dressed in their full PE kits; This includes a black/navy tracksuit. If your child
has their ears pierced please ensure these are removed on PE days.

If any parents have books, models, toys or anything else related to space I would be very
grateful to borrow them to enrich the children’s learning.

If any parents feel they have an expertise, knowledge or particular interest in any aspect of
what we are covering we would love to hear from you.

As always, if anyone has any
questions or queries regarding the
above please do not hesitate to
contact me

The Reception Team




