
Class R Learning Overview – Summer Term 2018 

Chicks and the Deep Dark Wood 

Communication and Language/ 
Literacy 

Mathematics Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

Understanding the 
World 

Physical Development Expressive Arts and 
Design 

For the first few weeks of the 
Summer term our focus will be 
‘Chickens’. We will be learning the 
story of Chicken Licken. We will learn 
to tell this story from memory and 
talk about what happens in the 
beginning, middle and end of the 
story. We will be rewriting this story, 
remembering to use our full stops, 
capital letters and finger spaces. 
We will also be doing lots of reading, 
writing, speaking and listening and 
phonics activities based around both 
fiction and non-fiction texts.  
Later in the term books will include 
The Gruffalo, The Gruffalo’s Child, 
How Things Grow, The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar, We’re going on a Bear 
Hunt and many more. These books 
will be used a shared reading with 
the whole class. Each day will include 
a phonics lesson. 

This term we will learn 
about time, looking at 
o’clock and half past.  
We will be learning about 
weight, capacity and 
distance and talk about 
language to describe these. 
The children will continue 
to learn about money and 
will begin finding the total 
of groups of coins. We will 
use our knowledge of 
counting in 2’s, 5’s ad 10’s 
to help us do this.  
We will also be learning 
about doubling, halving 
and sharing.  
 

We will be talking about 
how to look after the 
chicks and will be learning 
how to behave around 
them.  
We will develop children’s 
social and emotional skills 
during circle time and 
other activities such as; 
discuss how the animals 
felt when they were 
approached by the Gruffalo 
and discuss how others 
show feelings. Ask the 
children to give an example 
of when and how they 
asked for help or if there 
was a situation that they 
didn’t but should have 
asked for help. Work as a 
team to decide the best 
way of deterring the bear 
from coming to find them. 

We will be learning the 
lifecycle of a chicken 
and be creating our own 
chick diaries. We will 
make observations and 
talk about how the 
chicks have changed.  
We will also be talking 
about the changes that 
happen during Spring 
time and we will discuss 
what season it might be 
in the Gruffalo book.  
We will also talk about 
what they have enjoyed 
doing this term and 
understand that they all 
might not enjoy the 
same things as 
them.(PSED link)  

In PE this term we will 
continue with our 
gymnastics, and also 
begin practising for 
sports day. We will be 
learning how to run 
different kinds of races 
and how to be a good 
sport and encourage 
others. We will act out 
the story of ‘we’re going 
on a bear hunt’. 

In EAD this term we 
will be using various 
mediums to create 
pictures of the chicks 
e.g. paint, crayons, oil 
pastels and pens.  
We will also be singing 
and role playing the 
Gruffalo story and 
designing our own 
Gruffalo mask. We will 
join in and go on a 
bear hunt and use 
musical instruments to 
represent the noises 
that are made in the 
woods.  

   
Homework/Spellings                                                                                             

Please continue to read daily with your child and record a comment in their reading 

diary. It is very important that children do have an opportunity to read with you every 

day. Additionally please practice their letters and sounds regularly as well as reading 

and writing your child’s high frequency words.  

PE Days                                                                                                                                   

PE this half term will again be on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure 

that children have their full kits available in school and that all clothing is 

named.  

If any parents have books, models, toys or anything else related to Chickens 

or the Deep Dark Wood we would be very grateful to borrow them to enrich 

the children’s learning. If any parents feel they have an expertise, knowledge 

or particular interest in any aspect of what we are covering we would love to 

hear from you. 

As always, if anyone has any questions or queries 

regarding the above please do not hesitate to 

contact us. 

 

The Foundation Stage Team 
Class Trip                                                                                              

Thorndon Country Park Gruffalo Trail- Wednesday 16th May. Letters will be sent out 

soon.  


