
Class R Learning Overview – Summer Term 2017 

Deep Dark Wood 

Communication and 
Language/ Literacy 

Mathematics Personal, Social and 
Emotional Development 

Understanding the World Physical Development Expressive Arts and 
Design 

We will do lots of reading, 
writing, speaking and listening 
and phonics activities based 
around both fiction and non-
fiction texts.  
Books will include The 

Gruffalo, The Gruffalo’s Child, 

How Things Grow, Alone in 

the Woods, The Very Hungry 

Caterpillar, We’re going on a 

Bear Hunt and many more. 

These books will be used a 

shared reading with the 

whole class. Activities include; 

role playing the stories using 

props, writing a recipe for 

‘Gruffalo Pie’, writing a nature 

diary and much more. Each 

day will include a phonics 

lesson. 

We will be weighing the 
Gruffalo characters to work 
out who weighs 
most/least/same. 
Understand language like 
balance, heavy, light. We 
will be learning about 
capacity and use words like, 
full, empty and volume. The 
children will continue to 
learn about money and will 
begin finding the total of 
groups of coins. We will use 
our knowledge of counting 
in 2’s, 5’s ad 10’s to help us 
do this. We will revisit time, 
looking at o’clock and half 
past and also we will talk 
about how far the family 
travelled on their bear hunt. 
Using the language; near, 
far, long, short and we will 
measure distance using non-
standard units. 

We will develop children’s 
social and emotional skills 
during circle time and other 
activities such as; discuss how 
the animals felt when they 
were approached by the 
Gruffalo and discuss how others 
show feelings. Talk about how 
to look after the seedlings we 
will be planting and what is 
acceptable and not acceptable 
behaviour of how to treat 
them. Talk about how they 
think Teddy felt on the different 
parts of his adventure and 
associate it to real live. Ask the 
children to give an example of 
when and how they asked for 
help or if there was a situation 
that they didn’t but should have 
asked for help. Work as a team 
to decide the best way of 
deterring the bear from coming 
to find them. 

Many activities will be based 
around the development of 
children’s investigative skills. 
Activities include; Understand 
the changes that occur at 
Spring time. Discuss what 
season it might be in the 
Gruffalo book. Talk about 
their experiences of going on 
a picnic and Children to ask 
them questions about it. 
Guide the Bee Bots around 
the woodland mat and avoid 
the picnic! Talk about what 
they have enjoyed doing this 
term and understand that 
they all might not enjoy the 
same things as them.(PSED 
link) 
We have also been bird 
watching recently and will 
continuing to see which birds 
we can spot in our garden. 

In PE this term we will be 

practising for sports day. We 

will be learning how to run 

different kinds of races and 

how to be a good sport and 

encourage others. We will 

also be doing a whole range 

of activities; Run away from 

the Gruffalo and hide low and 

high. Digging, planning and 

watering using and handling 

the tools. Choreograph and 

develop a dance about a kite 

flying in the sky, just like the 

ones in the story. Make 

obstacle course for the teddy 

bears to get to the teddy 

bears picnic. In groups act out 

the story of ‘we’re going on a 

bear hunt’. 

In EAD this term we will be 

creating land art, singing 

and role playing the Gruffalo 

story. We will also be; 

Designing our own Gruffalo 

mask. Decorate a plant pot 

for their plant. Pretend to 

be a growing plant. Make 

and fly a kite from, plastic, 

wood, string and other 

materials. Learn and sing 

‘Teddy Bear’s picnic’ song 

and make and design for a 

plate for Teddy Bears picnic. 

Join in and go on a bear 

hunt. Use musical 

instruments to represent 

the noises that are made in 

the woods. 

   
Homework/Spellings                                                                                             

Please continue to read daily with your child and record a comment in their reading 

diary. It is very important that children do have an opportunity to read with you every 

day. Additionally please practice their letters and sounds regularly as well as reading 

and writing your child’s high frequency words. 

PE Days                                                                                                                                   

PE this half-term will again be on Thursdays and Fridays. Please ensure that 

children have their full kits available in school. 

If any parents have books, models, toys or anything else related to the Deep 

Dark Wood we would be very grateful to borrow them to enrich the 

children’s learning. If any parents feel they have an expertise, knowledge or 

particular interest in any aspect of what we are covering we would love to 

hear from you. 

As always, if anyone has any questions or queries 

regarding the above please do not hesitate to 

contact us. 

 

 

The Foundation Stage Team 


