
Class 5 Overview 2017-2018 

 Autumn Term 

English Maths Theme: The Titanic Other Subjects 
What you can do to help 
your child this half-term 

Reading 
This term we will be reading a wide 
range of fiction and non-fiction texts. 
We will be looking at stories based 
around shipwrecks in our English 
lessons. Alongside this, the children will 
be looking at how the disaster was 
reported through newspaper reports 
and radio shows. We will also be using 
reference texts to help us with 
researching the facts and figures 
around the Titanic.  
Writing 
Taking inspiration from what we have 
read, the children will be writing their 
own descriptive shipwreck stories and 
diary entries. Furthermore, as part of 
our topic and English cross-curricular 
work, the children will be creating 
fact-files and non-chronological reports 
based on the ship. 
SPaG  
The children will be taught the 
necessary spelling, punctuation and 
grammar rules from the curriculum 
within their English lessons throughout 
the week with additional sessions 
regularly timetabled in the week.   

We will begin by recapping core 
number facts and practicing the four 
operations. The children will develop 
their understanding of important 
principles such as place value and 
scaling.  

Also, children will have regular 
practice of their times tables to ensure 
that they can recite and recall them 
fluently. We will do regular 
arithmetic sessions to ensure that the 
children are building their confidence 
and skills in using number effectively.  

The children will also have lots of 
opportunities to use and apply the 
mathematics they have been learning 
in a problem solving context. Children 
will practice working in a logical 
manner to solve worded problems as 
well as working on practical maths, 
showing that they understand how the 
maths they learn is used on a day to 
day basis.  

The children will be learning all about 
the Titanic, including how it was built, 
what life was like on board as well as 
its fateful journey.  
 
History – The children will learn about 
the class system of the passengers on the 
ship and how their lives would have 
been different. Additionally, they will 
look at how much of a record-breaker 
the Titanic was, both in the past and 
today. 
Geography – We will look at the route 
of the ship’s journey, the geography of 
New York and we will be linking 
geography and science when looking at 
ice-bergs.  
Art – Seascapes and sketches of the 
ship, before and after the sinking. 
DT – Again, building connections to our 
science work when designing survival 
jackets and lifeboats.  
Music – Sounds of the ocean and 
creating a piece of music for the 
celebratory send-off of the ship’s maiden 
voyage.  
Computing - The children will be 
looking at using scratch and 
programming activities.   

Science – We will be linking science to 
many other areas of the curriculum. 
We will study the effect of forces such 
as up-thrust and water resistance. We 
are also going to be looking at floating 
and sinking and we will examine 
materials more broadly, commenting 
on their properties and suitability for a 
range of different jobs. 
PE – The children will continue to 
have two weekly PE sessions, one will be 
focused around dance and the other 
will be a games lesson. The children 
will also have ‘Bodycare’ sessions 
delivered by an outside agency, they 
will learn all about the benefits of 
exercise and a healthy lifestyle.  
RE – For RE we follow the agreed 
Essex syllabus and we will start with 
units on Judaism and Hinduism.  
MFL – The children will continue to 
build on their skills from previous 
years and practice using the French 
language, in spoken and written 
contexts.  

 

The children should practice and 

learn their times tables fully and 

develop their mental maths skills.  

Furthermore it is important that 

the children read each night and 

are regularly questioned on what 

they’ve read to help improve their 

comprehension. 

 

 

    

 

 

  

Advance - Trip Notification Details We 

are planning an exciting trip to 

Greenwich, the home of the Cutty Sark 

and the Maritime Museum. The children 

will get to go aboard the famous ship 

and explore the Titanic exhibition in the 

museum. They will also take part in a 

special workshop all about writing a 

shipwreck story. Details to follow soon. 

Homework/Spellings 

The children will each receive 

a homework ‘menu’ with 

instructions from which they 

can choose. Spellings are set 

on a Friday and tested a 

week later. 

PE Days 

PE this half-term will be on Monday and Friday . Please ensure that 

they have their full kits available in school. 

As always, if anyone has any questions or queries regarding 

the above please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Likewise if any parents feel they have an expertise knowledge or 

particular interest in any aspect of what we are covering we 

would love to hear from you.  

Signed:  Mr Lole    


